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Post-Socialist Transition and
Environmental Protection
Wen Fang Tang
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Abstract
This article examines the institutional characteristics of market and
centrally plann~d economies and their impact on the environment It
argu~s I.hat ~hlle t~e fonnerly planned economies are utilizing market
~e~ amsms In environmental protection, their market counterparts are
acmg ~ore and more environmental problems that require ovem
:ent~1 ~nte",:en~ion. U~in.g the latest statistical information, the ~ecord~

su p ur dioXide emission under market and planning over the past
twenty rears are compared. The findings show that while planned
economies generate~ more pollution due to energy inefficien the
were nevertheless qUite effective in redudn 11 t" CY'. y
coordination Althou h h g ro u Ion under centralized
div. . . g t e market economics were more capable of

e~tmg re~urces IOta pollution control, they were equally capable of
~Iusmg env~ron~cntaldest~c~ion. Finally, it is argued that environmen-

protect.lon In post-socialist societies is likely to experience a
downturn m the ~ea~ future. This is due to the decreasin role of
~overln~enl coordmatlon, the lack of a legal system and the dJficulty of

eve opmg a well-functioning market. '
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