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In early 1989, Yang Guansan wrote a top secret internal report to Zhao Ziyang, showing
the survey results and warning him the danger of urban unrest. It was too late. The
massive urban protests began in April that year. Zhao and the other leaders in the
Chinese Communist Party never had the time and appropriate measures to respond to
the public dissatisfaction. When the protests were cracked down and when Zhao Ziyang
was stripped off all of his titles, Yang Guansan’s report was found on Zhao Ziyang’s
desk. An investigation followed and Yang Guansan was found guilty of instigating the
urban riots. He was immediately arrested and jailed at Qin Cheng Prison, the place for
the highest level political prisoners such as the Gang of Four.
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SOCIAL REACTION TO MARKET REFORM IN URBAN CHINA (WEIGHTED %)
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“MOST PEOPLE CAN BE TRUSTED” (% AGREED)
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